Partners in care: together for kids: Florida's model of pediatric palliative care.
Many children with life-limiting illnesses in the United States could benefit from pediatric palliative care. However, national, state, and local barriers exist that hinder provision. One national barrier is the Medicare hospice reimbursement regulation that limits the provision of government subsidized hospice care to the final 6 months of life. In response to the critical need to provide palliative care earlier in children's illnesses, Florida became the first state to develop and implement an innovative model of care that provides services from the point of diagnosis onward, thereby waiving the 6-month reimbursement rule. In July 2005, the Partners in Care: Together for Kids program began. The program relies on partnerships between state-employed care coordinators who identify the children for possible enrollment and hospice staff who provide home and community-based services. Our objective was to describe Florida's experiences in designing, implementing, and operating the program. Surveys were conducted with parents, hospices, and state agencies. Enrollment trends were identified using administrative data. As of January 2008, 468 children have been enrolled in the program. Approximately 85% of parents report they are satisfied with the program and 95% of parents would recommend the program. Florida's program is the first in the nation to provide government-subsidized pediatric palliative care from the point of diagnosis onwards. Lessons learned from Florida's experiences will help guide other states and health plans that desire to implement a similar model of care.